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“WASHINGTON ~~ Has die’ ‘Central 


Intelligence Agency been hurt by con- 


Bressional. disclosure of some of its se- 
cret activities? Well, yes — and no — 
according to CIA Director William E. 
Colby, who soon is leaving his post. . 


. “Yes — some individual agents have 


tumed in their suits,” says the 55-year. 
old Colby, wha fs to 53 replaced by China 
envoy George Bush. ee 
< “Foreign intelligence services are 
concemed ..:. Some are holding. back 
information.” ies 
-.$ome American - companies abroad - 
aie declining to cee with CIA, 
. But, he adds: : j 
“CIA people, are tough-minded.- Wel. 
have had mo greater number of retire- 
ments or resignations this year than Jast. 
And we have considerably more appli- 


cants this year than last. Our daily prod-._ 


ucts are better. 

Public. reaction to the Vietnam War 
and the Watergate scandal, with their - 
attendant. .congressional 
forcing the ag ency to “work within-the 
cai itution,”” and it can be done, pee, 
sai : 

colby, soft-spoken but precise in his.” 


Willian Theis is chief of The News 


thie Meee nomena t 


inquiries, is 


articutation of past and “current a 
lems, sees a need for:” 


= Improved guidelines for the agency, 
and a clarification of how and where it 


-Can- operate; how to compromise its 


‘prohibition against involvement in inter- 
nal security and its charge to protect its 


_| internal sources; what its duty is when 
. confronted with “leaks” oF information? | 


Improved supervision. “Good exter- 
nal supervision. by proper committees 


(of Congress) will create better internal, 


supervision.” Now ‘Colby is briefing 
eight congressional committees ~~ that 
number must be reduced, perhaps to one 
joint committee or one in each house. 
Recalling the tumultuous events, 


when President Ford fired him and De. — 
m8 “fense Secretary James R. Schlesinger, 
- “and picked.ex-GOP Chairman Bush. to. 


head the. CIA, Colby said he turned down 
the President’s offer of the NATO am- 
bassadorship after consulting with his 
wife, 

He intends to return to the practice of 
law once Bush is ‘contirmed and sworn 


‘in, and “likely” will write a book at 


some later point. 


Some American firms “feel they’ 
‘can’Trisk their company futures, and are’ 
: refusing to allow us ‘cover’ or are refus- 


ing to allow us to-interview their peo- 
' ple,’’ said the outgoing director. But’ he 
quickly added: ~ 


‘ “T’ve looked forward — I think if we: 
- come out of this with better guidelines, ; 


_ supervision aid: rules-. . 
. ‘blown’ some onetennes we'll come out 


‘some. damage but said: “I don't want to 


+ have an equal problert with the Execu- 


‘ that are risky.” 


. Allende and “‘never had a plan” to do 


”1976;"" in that country. Military forces | 


- he said. 
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pretty good.” 


Coiby left no doubt that igaits of infor- 
mation given Congress has inflicted 


put the finger on Congress because we 


tive Branch, where you fellows get soma 
of your stories. This has.a decreasing 
effect on oar ne to GS projects 


- The director ise said. that: 
a The CIA had “nothing to do” with 
the assassination: of Chilean’ President 


that. From 1971 on, he conceded, it had 
been “trying to sustain some demecratic 
forces looking toward the elactions of | 


finally staged a coup. : 

«Covert supplying of arms to anoth- 
er country’ is a long practiced custom of 
governments, dating back to France’s 
secret furnishing of arrns to the Colonial 
Americans, It still goes on. “under direc- 
tion of the National Security Council,” 


» Intelligence budgets must remain 


terms one year would lead to questions. 
an¢ comparisons in following years: ‘re- 
vealing to an opponent nation wh2t- ints. 
country’s intelligence services are Up ta, 
‘Colby, insisted, og 
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